Making a Difference
in Tampa Bay

2019

Facing challenges.

Bike/Walk Tampa Bay is a regional coalition of citizens,
advocates, professionals, and allied organizations created
to make walking and bicycling the preferred modes of
transportation in the Tampa Bay region.

Finding solutions.
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Our founding partners...

A little perspective...
The Bike/Walk Tampa Bay (BWTB) coalition was formed
by community leaders as an acknowledgment that we can
do better; we can improve the access and safety of our
roadways for vulnerable road users and we can help usher
Tampa Bay into the next era of transportation.
Many organizations, transportation agencies, businesses,
and nonprofits were already working towards this goal;
a unified voice is what is needed to bring real culture
change. Our founding partner organizations came
together to engage and empower local communities
and help spread a unified vision of the future of
walking and bicycling.

Some of BWTB’s strategies include:
• Emphasizing change through the five “E’s”:
Education, Engineering, Encouragement,
Enforcement, and Evaluation
• Aggregating all bicycle- and pedestrian-related
safety information, community events, and more

Our support staff...
Julie Bond, Program Director
Brentin Mosher, Program Assistant
Vanessa Wheeler, Program Coordinator
Special thanks to the numerous volunteers who donate their time to support
Bike/Walk Tampa Bay. Our volunteers help us accomplish the tireless work we do.

• Improving safety and awareness by telling the
story of why bicycling and walking benefit
everyone in the Tampa Bay area
Today, that vision is growing ever more honed as
additional partners step up to support our cause.
The road is long and the stakes have never been
greater––our region is experiencing record growth,
welcoming more new residents and tourists to our
already congested streets.
So yes. Tampa Bay can do better. And we already are.
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A clear vision through

leadership.

Meet the leaders behind BWTB. Our Advisory Board of Directors were chosen for their passion, expertise,
and commitment to making Tampa Bay a safe place to walk and bike. Our board is comprised of the following
community members who serve as advisors to help us achieve our safety and community equity goals.

Christine Acosta

brings with her an avid passion for active transportation, both personally
and professionally, and she can often be seen riding one of her four bikes, or a Coast Bike Share
bike, in Tampa and St. Petersburg. Christine shifted gears after an extensive business development
career in the financial sector. She obtained her bachelor’s degree in communication at University
of Tampa and, in 2014, founded Pedal Power Promoters, LLC, a business specifically focused on
bicycle-related initiatives in Tampa Bay. By engaging private- and public-sector stakeholders, her
company is working to transform bicycle culture in the greater Tampa Bay area. Christine is also a
League of American Bicyclists certified League Cycling Instructor.

Lauren Brooks

has significant experience in both the transportation and environmental
planning sectors of the Tampa community. She received her masters in urban and regional planning
in 2004 from Florida State University. She regularly develops and manages pedestrian/bicycle/
transit studies and plans, corridor and sub-area plans (including neighborhood mobility audits),
supporting projects for Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT), and local planning agencies.

Stephanie L. Jackson joined the BWTB Board during 2019. She has served in several roles
during her tenure at Tampa General Hospital (TGH). She began as an assistant and parking cashier,
gradually moving up in the organization over her 11 years of service. Stephanie now oversees valet,
courier, employee shuttle and garage operations for the hospital. Stephanie is an active member of
LEAD TGH; a group devoted to empowering new leaders and giving them the tools they need to
succeed in their role. She serves on the planning committee, specifically in charge of venues and
coordination. Stephanie received her BS from University of South Florida and recently acquired her
MBA from Columbia Southern University.

Kent McWaters

started his career with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
in 1986 and has over 29 years of Florida transportation engineering experience managing a wide
variety of FDOT, local government, and private infrastructure projects. Kent is an avid cyclist
and member of the Palm Harbor based Suncoast Cycling Club. He logs over 500 miles a month,
primarily on the Pinellas Trail, Suncoast Trail, and Starkey Park Trail. He has served as project
manager and engineer of record for numerous stand-alone sidewalk and trail projects.

Ben Montgomery was formerly an enterprise reporter for the Tampa Bay Times. He’s
also co-founder of the Auburn Chautauqua, a writers’ collective. His stories have appeared in
national magazines such as PARADE and Seventeen and he has contributed to NPR’s Radiolab.
He has taught narrative journalism at the Poynter Institute for Media Studies. He currently lives
in Tampa with his wife and three children.

Randy Myhre

is the owner of Oliver’s Cycle Sports in New Tampa and is a founding
member of South West Florida Bicyclists United with Dealers (SWFBUD). Randy has learned that
all riders want to be able to ride their bicycles safely and know that they and their loved ones
are respected on the road. Randy is confident that being involved with BWTB will continue the
journey toward improving our community.

J. Steele Olmstead

is a trial attorney who has helped injured bicyclists for years. He
grew up riding a bicycle and adopted a bicycling lifestyle beginning as a military kid on the
U. S. Air Force bases on which he lived. He has been active on behalf of bicyclists’ rights,
representing injured cyclists, writing to government agencies about dangerous cycling conditions,
and speaking before transit agencies, governmental boards, and bike/ped committees to
promote bicycling. He also serves on the board of directors of the Florida Bicycling Association.

Rob Zimprich

is the chief financial officer of the University Area Community
Development Corporation (UACDC) in northern Tampa. Rob is a recreational bicyclist and
runner, and enjoys anything outdoors: fishing, kayaking, boating, and motorcycling. Rob resides
in Largo with his wife, Tam. They have five children and are enjoying being “empty nesters.”
Rob is passionate about children’s education and safety, cancer awareness, and volunteering in
his community.

A leadership legacy...

Brian Kelly spent 40 years in the information technology field, progressing from programming

to management, where he learned the value of teamwork and creativity to solve complex problems.
In 2018, he became interested in AARP’s mission to advance the needs of senior citizens and
joined the organization as a volunteer advocate. He participated in the listening sessions held in the
neighborhoods by the St. Petersburg Age-Friendly coalition to gather insights into what residents
of all ages want and need to make their city more livable. Today, Brian represents AARP on the
St. Petersburg Complete Streets Committee which oversees implementation of Complete Streets
guidelines to promote a balance between pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicle modes of transport in the
city, an ongoing effort projected for the next 5 years.

2

Jane Castor, Mayor, City of Tampa
FOUNDING CHAIR

Jane is a Tampa native who attended the University of Tampa on an
athletic scholarship in basketball and volleyball, where she earned a
bachelor’s of science degree in criminology. Jane also holds a Master’s
of Public Administration from Troy State University. She served 31 years
in the Tampa Police Department, becoming its first female chief in 2009,
before retiring in May of 2015. She is the proud mother of two teenage
boys. Jane served as the founding chair of BWTB for four years before
being elected as Mayor for the City of Tampa.

Past Board
Members

With our gratitude...

Craig Fox
Jeff Johnson
Debra Kleesattel
Carrie Waite
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The Safety

Challenge.
From 2013 to 2017, 399 people were killed on foot, and 83 people were killed on bicycles in Hillsborough and
Pinellas counties combined. Pedestrians and bicyclists are most vulnerable at night, as four out of five fatalities
happen after dark. Adult men are most likely to be involved in these fatal crashes, however, men and women
of all age groups are at risk.

Education

Engineering

Increasing knowledge and
understanding so everyone is
able to walk, bike, and drive safely.
Education gives people the
tools to navigate both the
laws and the streets.

Promoting better transportation
design to create streets that everyone
can use easily and safely. The right
design encourages the right behavior.

The BWTB coalition is a cross-collaborative effort among community organizations to meet this urgent
challenge. Walking and bicycling are healthy activities; as a community, we can embrace them as we take the
necessary steps to protect pedestrians and bicyclists, promote positive change, and improve quality of life for
all travelers.
Through education, engineering, enforcement, encouragement, and evaluation, BWTB aims
to foster safe travel in the Tampa Bay region.

The Five

Es.

At least ONE
pedestrian or
bicyclist is KILLED
every week in
Tampa Bay.
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Evaluation
Documenting outcomes, attitudes, and
trends through facts and data. Evaluation
tracks progress throughout the region
and ensures accountability among
local agencies and stakeholders.

Enforcement

Encouragement

Partnering with law enforcement
agencies to revitalize good behavior
among drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians.
Enforcement reinforces and supports
educational programs and messages
that improve public safety.

Inspiring the region’s communities
to bike and walk with awareness and
courtesy by hosting events, programs,
and activities. Encouraging everyone to
participate in biking and walking
supports public health and
positive social change.
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Taking education to the streets to
reach people walking and biking

Protected cycle track in
Downtown Tampa

On-the-street education pop-ups were conducted throughout
Hillsborough, Pinellas, and Pasco Counties for the past year, and
reached more than a 1,000 people that likely would not have
been reached through more structured education presentations.

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) built
the first-ever cycle track on a state road in Downtown
Tampa. The cycle track, which runs along the north side
of Jackson Street (State Road 60) from Ashley Drive to
Nebraska Avenue, is considered to be a type of “urban
shared-use path,” and provides designated space on
the roadway for bicycles traveling in both directions.

The purpose of the pop-ups is to provide education about
traffic laws and safe behaviors, and provide safety items to
pedestrians and bicyclists as they are traveling on high crash
corridors. This priority group is often difficult to reach through
conventional promotional or educational methods. Pedestrians
and bicyclists who stop by the pop-ups are given a paper quiz
with pedestrian and bicyclist laws and behaviors which enables
BTWB to measure the level of knowledge of these laws and
provided instant feedback.

The cycle track is ten feet wide and, unlike most
conventional bike lanes, physically separates bikes
from motor vehicle traffic with a 4-foot raised
island. At locations where driveways and side streets
intersect with the bicycle pathway, special bright
green pavement markings alert drivers and
cyclists to look out for each other.

Bicycle lights are installed on bicycles while the rider is taking the
quiz and bicyclists are offered helmets, which are fitted to the
rider on the spot. Pedestrians receive reflective backpacks
and light-up arm bands. The project is funded by the Florida
Department of Transportation District Seven.

Safety education delivered
directly to community groups
Since 2010, WalkWise Tampa Bay has given more
than 2,500 live, interactive presentations to Bay area
neighborhood associations, civic groups, and shelters
and has distributed safety information to more than
500 area businesses along high-crash corridors in
Hillsborough and Pinellas counties combined.
Using an audience response system, presentation
attendees can anonymously give their opinions
about walking and bicycling in the region and
answer questions about traffic laws.
After the presentation, attendees take the
WalkWise Tampa Bay pledge to walk safely and
promise to help loved ones do the same. Research
has shown that making a pledge increases the
likelihood of following through on a behavioral
change. More than 43,000 people have taken the
pledge to date, reminding Floridians that safety
starts with them. According to WalkWise Tampa Bay
follow-up survey data, the program has increased
participants’ knowledge of laws and safety. The
project is funded by the Florida Department of
Transportation District Seven.
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Education.

Engineering.

In addition to constructing the new bicycle way,
the state has also upgraded pedestrian ramps,
re-striped crosswalks, expanded sidewalk space at
intersections, and added Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons
at select locations. The improvements have been built as
part of a larger project to resurface the roadway.

St. Petersburg transforms MLK,
making the street safer for everyone
The first major venture to officially come under the City of St.
Petersburg’s fully-fledged Complete Streets policy is the resurfacing
of Martin Luther King Jr. St. (MLK). The city utilized an opportunity to
enhance a maintenance project already on the books by improving
the roadway for bicyclists and pedestrians.
After extensive traffic studies, the city determined that removing one
car lane to accommodate much needed on-street bicycle facilities
was not going to significantly impact drivers or parking.
“Now, when I walk on the sidewalk, I don’t feel like cars are whizzing
by me a foot or two away. A little extra space makes a big difference!”
said a local resident who owns a home on MLK. Additional safety
features have been added to MLK between 7th and 30th Avenues,
including five additional crosswalks with Rectangular Rapid Flash
Beacons to help alert drivers.
Business owners, advocacy organizations, and countless volunteers
shared information and provided feedback on the project.

9

USF Transportation Day shares
commuting possibilities
The USF Center for Urban Transportation Research,
Bike/Walk Tampa Bay, student groups, and the
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
District Seven, hosted the first-ever USF
Transportation Day. The event was a celebration
of all modes of transportation, giving campus
travelers insight into how to get around on and
off campus without driving alone. Participants
learned about carpooling, walking, bicycling, shared
e-scooters, electric vehicles, and transit options.

Encouragement.

Secretary David Gwynn of FDOT District Seven,
Dr. Robert Bishop, dean of the USF College of
Engineering, Beth Alden, executive director of the
Hillsborough MPO, Christopher Moorman, president
of the USF Student Planning Organization, and
MD Hoque, president of the Institute of Transportation
Engineers USF Student Chapter, all spoke at the
“ribbon closing” ceremony as more than 300
attendees watched Alumni Drive be transformed
into a temporary car-free zone.
More than 20 exhibitors lined the closed street, all
offering resources on how to leave the solo drive behind
and the benefits of doing so, both for the commuter
and for the Tampa Bay region as a whole.

Being bicycle friendly is big
business in Tampa Bay
Businesses are in a unique position to help encourage bicycling in
a community and businesses throughout Tampa Bay have stepped
up. So many, in fact, that Tampa is second and St. Petersburg fifth in
the entire nation for having the most Bicycle Friendly BusinessesSM
according to the League of American Bicyclists.
What does it mean to be bicycle friendly? Businesses must
demonstrate that they support cyclists in a number of ways,
including hosting events that cater to or support bicyclists, offering
incentives to customers and encouraging employees to arrive by
bike, and providing facilities that make bicycling to their respective
establishments easier, like bike parking and changing facilities.

Law Enforcement provides
education to drivers on high
crash corridors
The Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO), the City
of Tampa Police Department, Bike/Walk Tampa Bay, and the
Florida Department of Transportation are joining forces to
educate people about traffic safety. On May 7, 2019 HCSO
began a traffic safety approach designed to educate drivers
along Busch Boulevard, Hillsborough Avenue, and
Fowler Avenue.
Driver speed is a major factor in the incidence of crashes, and
vulnerable populations, such as pedestrians and bicyclists, are
less likely to survive a crash the faster a vehicle driver is going.
Enforcement efforts are combined with a publicity strategy
working with local media to education the public and promote
compliance with laws. The project is funded by the Florida
Department of Transportation District Seven.

Kenneth City initiates a positive
encounter with police

Enforcement.

When most people encounter a police officer on
the road, it’s because they have been stopped for
a violation. Kenneth City Police Department took
steps to change that by creating a more positive
experience for travelers.The police set up an
informal table at the Racetrac on 66th Street
where police talked to pedestrians, bicyclists,
and drivers to thank them for following the
rules of the road. They invited several other
local law enforcement agencies, as well as
staff from Bike/Walk Tampa Bay, the Florida
Bicycle Association, and Alert Today
Florida spokesperson, Scott Lagasse.
Drivers were approached by law enforcement
while they were pumping gas and given safety
information and a coupon for a free ice cream
from Racetrac. People walking and biking took
the WalkWise quiz and received bike lights,
helmets, and reflective backpacks.

As more businesses step up, more people take to the streets
on two wheels. As more people travel to businesses by bike,
the businesses further appreciate and support their bicycling
customers. It’s a positive circle that steadily increases
bicycling in a community.
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Meet Our

Michael R. Schwaid

Bicyclist of
the Year Award

Community Partners.
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In early 2017, BWTB presented its first Bicyclist
of the Year award to Michael R. Schwaid, who
was known by many as “Michael on Bicycle.” Michael
was honored for his passion for bicycling, and his courage
and resilience in getting back on his bicycle after being
rear-ended by a motorist with a blood alcohol level more
than three times the legal limit. Later in 2017, Michael
passed away of natural causes. The BWTB Board of
Directors, with the support of the Schwaid family, named
the award “Michael R. Schwaid Bicyclist of the Year” in
his honor.
Very special thanks to the Schwaid family for their support
of this award. Each year, new recipients will be added to
a perpetual bronze plaque which will be on display at the
Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) at the
University of South Florida.

2019 Award Recipient

David Guttenplan

PUBLIC ENTITIES

2018 Award Recipient

Steve Brown

About David Guttenplan
Tampa Bay is filled with bicycling champions who excel in
both their sport and their advocacy, but none quite compare
to David Guttenplan. As a professional bicycle racer running
his own racing team and coaching business, David earned
both bachelor’s and master’s degrees in civil engineering,
with honors, from the University of Florida.
In 2016, through no fault of his own, David was struck by a
driver turning on Gulf to Bay Blvd. and nearly died. He faced
his difficult recovery straight on and with the help of friends
and family returned to cycling. He went on to win the
2018 USA CRITS Series, a premier cycling series in the
United States. It is his journey through recovery and the
many miles spent on roadways all over the world that
have shaped his perspective and inspired within him a
need to help make the streets safer for everyone.
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Clearwater Police Department
Kenneth City Police Department
Largo Police Department
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
Pinellas Park Police Department
St. Petersburg Police Department
Tampa Police Department
Temple Terrace Police Department
Treasure Island Police Department
University of South Florida
Police Department

David worked with CUTR during 2018 to assist with
pedestrian and bicycle safety presentations, on-thestreet education, and research. He has since joined
the Professional Engineer (P.E.) Training Program at
the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT).
His vision is to work at FDOT as an engineer to make
bicycling better through a different perspective.

• Barrier Islands Governmental
Council (“Big C”)
• Center for Urban
Transportation Research
• City of Clearwater
• City of Largo
• City of St. Petersburg
• City of Tampa
• City of Temple Terrace
• Community Traffic Safety Teams
of Tampa Bay
• Florida Department of Transportation
• Forward Pinellas
• Hillsborough Area Regional Transit
• Hillsborough County Bicycle
Pedestrian Advisory Committee
• Hillsborough County Government
• Hillsborough Metropolitan
Planning Organization
• Hillsborough County School District
• New North Transportation Alliance
• Pasco County Metropolitan
Planning Organization
• Pasco County Bicycle/Pedestrian
Advisory Committee
• Pinellas County Bicycle Pedestrian
• Advisory Committee
• Pinellas County Government
• Pinellas County School District
• Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority
• St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership
• St. Petersburg Mayor’s Bicycle
Pedestrian Advisory Committee
• Tampa Downtown Partnership
• Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber
of Commerce
• TBARTA
• University of South Florida

• University of South Florida
St. Petersburg

ADVOCACY / NON-PROFIT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

AARP
Bike Florida
Bike/Walk Central Florida
Boys & Girls Clubs of Tampa Bay
Connect Tampa Bay
Florida Bicycle Association
Florida Greenway &
Trails Foundation
Green Artery
Gulf Beaches Rotary
John Hopkins All Children’s Hospital
More Health, Inc.
New Tampa Rotary
Partners in Obesity Prevention
Pinellas Hope
Pinellas Safe Harbor
Pinellas Trails, Inc.
RCS Grace House
ShiftStPete, Inc.
St. Joseph’s Hospital Child
Advocacy Center
St. Petersburg Bicycle Co-Op
St. Petersburg Lions Club
SWAMP Club
Tampa General Hospital
The Well Tampa
ULI Tampa Bay
University Area Community
Development Corp. (UACDC)
Walk Bike Tampa
WellBuilt Bikes
Westshore Alliance

LOCAL BUSINESSES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

AAA
Anise Global Gastrobar
AQC
Bamboozle Cafe
Bamboozle Tea Lounge
Barrymore Hotel Tampa Riverwalk
Black Crow Coffee Company
Blind Tiger Cafe
Buddy Brew Coffee
Cafe Dufrain
Cigar City Brewing (Westshore)
Cigar City Cider & Mead (Ybor)
City Bike Tampa
Coast Bike Share
Columbia Cafe at History Center

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coppertail Brewing Company
Cry Baby Cafe
Duckweed Urban Grocery
Element
Enterprise CarShare
European Wax Center
(Downtown Tampa)
Felicitious Coffee & Tea
Ferg’s Live
Flying Fish Bikes
Ginger Beard Coffee
Gotcha
Green Bench Brewing Co.
Hablo Taco
HDR Inc.
HNTB
Holy Hog BBQ
Independent Bar St. Petersburg
Inside the Box Cafe & Catering
J Steele Olmstead, P.A.
Kaleisia Tea Lounge
Le Meridien Tampa
Moxie’s Cafe & Caterer
Old Tampa Book Company
Oliver’s Cycle Sports
Pedal Power Promoters, LLC
Penn’s Cycling School
Pinellas Ale Works
!p, Potential Unleashed
Skypoint Condominiums
Spain Restaurant & Toma Bar
Splitsville
Tampa General Hospital
Tampa Pizza Company
The Path Bicycle & Ride Shop
Tindale Oliver
Two Wheel Valet
Ulele
University Mall
Urban Juice
Velo Champ Cyclesports
Veya Fit Spa
YMCA Downtown Tampa
(100 N. Tampa St.)
YMCA Downtown Tampa
(Ft. Brooke)
Zudar’s
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Moving Our Region

Forward.

There are many active programs and initiatives that promote a safe and enjoyable
pedestrian and bicycle culture in the Tampa Bay Area. The programs below catalog
the region’s current work and illustrate Bike/Walk Tampa Bay’s role as a resource in the
Tampa Bay area to support and expand these efforts.

Education
•
•
•
•
•

Bicycle Helmet Fitting Certification Program
Gulf Boulevard Key to Safety Tip Cards for Hotels
League Cycling Instructors (LCI) Certification Courses
Safe Routes to School Tampa Bay Education Program
Statewide Safety Awareness Campaign –
Alert Today, Alive Tomorrow
• Teen Traffic Safety Education Program to Supplement
Public School Driver’s Education Curriculum
• Traffic Skills 101 bicycle courses
• WalkWise and BikeSmart Tampa Bay Education Programs

Engineering

• Bicycle Fix-It Station Network
(NNTA/Tampa Downtown Partnership)
• Boy Scout Boulevard Bike/Ped Safety
Enhancements (FDOT)
• Cass Street “Green Spine” Protected Bike Lane Project
(City of Tampa)
• Gulf Boulevard Bike/Ped Safety Enhancements
(FDOT / Pinellas County)
• Jackson Street Protected Cycle Track (FDOT)
• MLK “Complete Streets Initiative” (City of St. Petersburg)
• New Bicycle Parking Installations (Regional)
• Pinellas Trail-Pasco connection (FDOT/SUNTrail)
• Selmon Greenway
(Tampa Hillsborough Expressway Authority)
• Tampa Riverwalk (City of Tampa)
• US 41/N. 40th Street Buffered Bike Lanes Project
(City of Tampa / FDOT)

bikewalktampabay.org

Enforcement

• Expansion of Local Police Department Bicycle Squads
• High Visibility Enforcement (HVE) Grants
• “Lights on Bikes” Free Bicycle Light
Distribution Campaigns
• Roll Call Training Videos
• “Share the Road” Decals on Police Cruisers

Encouragement

• Bicycle Friendly Business, University and
Community National Designations
• Carshare Programs (Enterprise Carshare/Zipcar)
• City of Tampa Intersection Mural program
• City of Tampa TV “Spotlight” Cycling Films
• City of Temple Terrace Bike with the Mayor Ride
• Coast BikeShare and USF Share-A-Bull
• “Do the Local Motion” Downtown Tampa Walking Tours
• One Bus Away Smart Phone Application
• Open Streets St. Petersburg Event
• PSTA and HART Bikes on Buses Programs
• SHINE St. Petersburg Mural art tour
• University of South Florida (USF) Maps Application
• Walk Bright Phone Application

Bicycle and Pedestrian Groups

• Bike/Walk Tampa Bay, a Regional Coalition
• USF Bicycle Action Committee
• Walk Bike Tampa, Citizens Advocacy Organization

