Who are we?
Bike/Walk Tampa Bay (BWTB) is a regional coalition
of citizens, advocates, professionals and allied
organizations coming together to improve walkability
and bikeability in the Tampa Bay region. The coalition
was formed by a partnership between Community Traffic
Safety Teams of Tampa Bay, Florida Department of
Transportation, New North Transportation Alliance, St.
Petersburg Downtown Partnership, Tampa Downtown
Partnership, Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation
Authority, Westshore Alliance, Hillsborough County
MPO and Pinellas County MPO.
Many
organizations,
transportation
agencies,
businesses and non-profits have been working towards
this goal, but a clear and consistent message across
all stakeholders is still needed to create a true culture
change. The nine founding partner organizations came
together to engage and empower local communities
and stakeholders to achieve our region’s vision for a
better future of walking and bicycling.
BWTB’s mission includes:
• Harnessing the collective power of the five “E’s”
— education, engineering, enforcement, 		
encouragement, and evaluation to make the
Tampa Bay region more walkable and bikeable.
• Aggregating all bicycle and pedestrian related
information.
• Improving safety and awareness by telling the
story of why bicycling and walking benefits
everyone in the Tampa Bay area.
Our community has many active players that seek
to create a safer and more enjoyable environment
for biking and walking in the Tampa Bay region. This
publication takes a look at our challenges, highlights
some recent accomplishments, and introduces the next
steps for our region.

Meet our

Change Agents

Our inaugural advisory board of directors were chosen for their passion, expertise, and
commitment to making Tampa Bay a safe place to walk and bike. Our board members
are involved community members who will take on advisory roles to help us achieve
our safety goals.
Jane Castor is a Tampa native who attended the University of Tampa on an athletic
scholarship in Basketball and Volleyball, where she earned a Bachelor’s of Science degree
in Criminology. Jane also holds a Master’s of Public Administration from Troy State
University. She served 31 years in the Tampa Police Department, becoming its first female
chief in 2009, before retiring in May of 2015. She is the proud mother of two teenage boys.

Lauren Brooks has significant experience in both the transportation and environmental
planning sectors of the Tampa community. Lauren received her Master’s degree in Urban
and Regional Planning in 2004 from FSU. She regularly develops and manages pedestrian/
bicycle/transit studies and plans, corridor and sub-area plans (including neighborhood
mobility audits), supporting projects for MPOs, the FDOT, and local planning agencies.

Craig Fox is currently a student at the University of South Florida, pursuing a Master’s in
Civil Engineering. He regularly commutes by bike to work. He is an active member of his
local Toastmasters Club and enjoys exploring Tampa Bay’s trails with his wife, going to
the beach, and learning anything about astronomy and quantum physics.

Jeff Johnson has worked with AARP Florida since 2000 and was named state director on
an interim basis in October 2010, then permanently in February 2012. Jeff joined AARP
after working in public relations, marketing, and sales, most recently with the Tampa Bay
(then) Devil Rays. He lives in St. Petersburg with his wife and daughter.

Kent McWaters started his career with FDOT in 1986 and has over 29 years of Florida
transportation engineering experience managing a wide variety of FDOT, local government
and private infrastructure projects. Kent is an avid cyclist and member of the Palm Harbor
based Suncoast Cycling Club. He logs over 500 miles a month, primarily on the Pinellas
Trail, Suncoast Trail and Starkey Park Trail. He has served as Project Manager and Engineer
of Record for numerous stand-alone sidewalk and trail projects.

Ben Montgomery is an enterprise reporter for the Tampa Bay Times. He’s also co-founder
of the Auburn Chautauqua, a writers’ collective. His stories have appeared in national
magazines such as PARADE and Seventeen and he has contributed to NPR’s Radiolab. He
has taught narrative journalism at the Poynter Institute for Media Studies. He currently lives
in Tampa with his wife and three children.

Randy Mhyre is the owner of Oliver’s Cycle Sports and is a founding member of SWFBUD
(South West Florida Bicyclists United with Dealers). Randy has learned that all riders want
to be able to ride safely, and know that they and their loved ones are respected on the road.
Randy is confident that being involved with Bike/Walk Tampa Bay will continue the journey
toward improving our community.

Carrie Waite is the President and Founder of the St. Petersburg Bike Co-op, President of
the St. Petersburg Shuffleboard Club and one of the organizers of the St. Pete Tweed Ride.
When she’s not out on her bike or shuffleboarding, she regularly helps produce video of
some of the Bay area’s best local bands for the award winning radio show “Grand National
Championships” on WMNF 88.5 FM.

Rob Zimprich is the Chief Financial Officer at University Area Community Development
Corporation. Rob is a recreational cyclist and runner and enjoys anything outdoors: fishing,
kayaking, boating, and motorcycling. Rob resides in Largo with his wife Tam. They have
five children, and are enjoying being “empty nesters”. Rob is passionate about children’s
education and safety, cancer awareness, and volunteering in his community.

Debra Kleesattel has a Ph.D. in Gerontology from the University of Kentucky and has lived
in Tampa for 10 years. She is an Army brat and the wife of a military veteran. She works for
Humana Inc. and is currently coordinating the partnership development and community
collaborative initiatives through the Tampa Bay Health Advisory Board to help make health
easier in Tampa Bay.

The

Safety

Challenge

At least one pedestrian or bicyclist is killed every week in Tampa Bay.
In the past five years, 240 people have been killed on foot, and 73 people have been killed on bicycles in
Hillsborough and Pinellas counties combined. Pedestrians and bicyclists are most vulnerable at night, as
four out of five fatalities happen after dark. Adult men are most likely to be involved in these fatal crashes.
However, men and women of all age groups are at risk.
The Bike/Walk Tampa Bay (BWTB) coalition is a cross-collaborative effort between community organizations
to meet this urgent challenge. Walking and bicycling are healthy activities; as a community, we can embrace
them as we take the necessary steps to protect pedestrians and bicyclists, promote positive change, and
improve quality of life for all travelers.
Through education, engineering, enforcement, encouragement, and evaluation, BWTB aims to pave the way
for safe travel in the Tampa Bay region.
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Engineering

Education

Promoting better transportation design is
essential to creating streets that everyone
can navigate easily and safely. The right
design encourages the right behavior.

Increasing knowledge and understanding so everyone is able to walk,
bike, and drive safely.

Evaluation

Tracking progress and documenting outcomes,
atttudes and trends through facts and data.

Enforcement

Partnering with law enforcement agencies to
promote good behavior among drivers and
pedestrians. Enforcement helps reinforce and
support educational programs and messages
that improve public safety.
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Encouragement

Encouraging walking, biking, and engaging the
community. Promoting awareness and courtesy
on our streets through events, programs and
activities.

Putting Walking and Biking first through

education

A stakeholder in

BikeSmart Safety Presentations

Since 2010, WalkWise Tampa Bay has given over
1,200 live, interactive presentations to Bay area
neighborhood associations, civic groups, shelters,
and distributed safety information to over 400 area
businesses along high-crash corridors.

The BikeSmart program provides free bicycle
safety classes. Classroom mini-courses are taught
by certified instructors upon request in the Tampa
Bay Area through Tampa BayCycle. These classes
cover the rules of the road, ways to be a prepared
bicyclist, and simple reminders, such as staying
hydrated while riding. Each participant also receives
important safety gear, such as bicycle lights and
reflective vests.

Pedestrian
safety
Presentations can be requested through our
website,
www.bikewalktampabay.org.
Each
participant receives a free reflective backpack or
a bike light. Attendees take the WalkWise Tampa
Bay pledge to walk safe and promise to help loved
ones do the same; over 40,000 people have taken
the oath to date, reminding Floridians that safety
starts with them. According to WalkWise Tampa
Bay Program Director, Julie Bond, the program
has increased participants’ knowledge of laws and
safety.
WalkWise Tampa Bay is managed by University of
South Florida’s Center for Urban Transportation
Research and funded by the Florida Department of
Transportation District Seven.

Educate Tampa
Bay bicyclists

Since its introduction in 2011, BikeSmart has
provided classes to various businesses and
community groups, including local homeless
shelters. People staying in shelters often rely on
walking, transit, and bicycling to get around.
BikeSmart is managed by the New North
Transportation Alliance and the Tampa Downtown
Partnership and funded by the Florida Department
of Transportation District Seven.
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Rectangular rapid

Flashing
Beacons

Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) are
highly visible warning signs that feature flashing
lights. RRFBs alert motorists when pedestrians are
attempting to cross the road. As of 2015, there are,
“206 locations in Pinellas County where pedestrians
can cross the road safely,” says Marc Hanger,
Transportation Planning Analyst. The Pinellas
County Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) facilitates the process of RRFB installation
in coordination with the cities of Pinellas County
and the state, while the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) funds the operation.
A Geographic Information System (GIS) map
illustrates the locations of the RRFBs. According
to Hanger, the need for a map locating the RRFBs
was identified by the Pinellas County Community
Traffic Safety Team. RRFBs have also been
installed in Hillsborough County on 50th Street,
Busch Boulevard, and Fletcher Avenue, with more
installations to come in the next five years.
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BUFFERED

Bike lanes
Sometimes, a little more room makes all the
difference. Buffered bike lanes appeal to a wide
variety of people because with added space,
bicyclists are able to ride alongside traffic and feel
safe.
The lanes will be required in areas that fit the
program’s criteria for new construction; the Florida
Department of Transportation will resurface
Fowler Avenue by end of Spring, 2016, and the
new bike lanes are included in the project. The
lane installation will take place between Nebraska
Avenue and Bruce B. Downs Boulevard, to provide
an extra few feet of buffer, plus a gutter. In addition,
buffered lanes are currently under construction on
Howard and Armenia Avenue, Columbus Drive,
and Tampa Bay Boulevard.
The city of Tampa installed several new buffered
bicycle lanes last year, on Platt and Cleveland
Street, from Armenia to Bayshore Boulevard and
more are coming soon to encourage people to
travel by bicycle, stay healthy, and protect the
environment.
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Gulf

Courtney

According to a 2015 report by the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT), crashes
have dropped on Gulf Boulevard/SR699 in
Pinellas County since efforts to improve
pedestrian safety were kicked off in 2010. The
report concludes that fatalities within crosswalks
have decreased as a result of the installation of
flashing beacons, new crosswalks and raised
medians along the 15 mile stretch of the state
highway. More drivers are stopping to allow
pedestrians to cross the street than ever before.

Bicyclists and pedestrians can walk or bike safely
along one of Florida’s best Scenic Highway Corridors
by using the new 9-mile Courtney Campbell Trail.

Boulevard

WalkWise Tampa Bay educates citizens by
providing public presentations; the program
has also distributed 60,000 Key to Safety cards,
providing memorable safety tips to hotels along
Gulf Boulevard. In addition, the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Office has increased traffic education
efforts and enforcement. Although crashes have
decreased overall, we still have work to do.

Campbell
Causeway

The original Courtney Campbell Causeway Bridge
only had 2-foot shoulders to accommodate
pedestrians and bicyclists. Now open to the public,
this 16-foot wide paved trail located just alongside
the Courtney Campbell Causeway is served by
a separate bridge structure just for walking and
biking.
The beautiful 4-mile continuation of the 9-mile
trail runs from McMullen-Booth Road in Clearwater
across Old Tampa Bay into the heart of Tampa’s
Westshore District. The paved trail allows walkers,
joggers, and bicyclists to travel between two
counties while experiencing spectacular views
of Tampa Bay atop the 45-foot-high pedestrian
bridge.
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Collaboration on
TH

50 STREET

Last November, USF student Courtney Neusch was
injured severely when struck by a vehicle within
a crosswalk while crossing 50th Street near the
USF Tampa campus. On September 16-17, 2015,
a collaborative effort of enforcement, education,
and engineering was initiated. Hillsborough County
Sheriff’s Office deputies (enforcement), WalkWise
Tampa Bay staff (education), and Hillsborough
County public works representatives (engineering)
gathered on 50th Street to promote safe walking,
bicycling, and driving on the busy road. WalkWise
Tampa Bay staff demonstrated how to use the newly
installed rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFBs)
and provided safety cards. HCSO issued warnings to
motorists who failed to yield or were speeding.
Local news outlets covered the event, accruing
871,204 viewers. In a CBS interview, Julie Bond,
BWTB Program Director donned a neon safety vest
and spoke about the importance of enforcement.
She said, “We want you to be safe. We’ll help as
much as possible.”
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High visibility
Enforcement

hve

Inevitably, pedestrians, bicyclists or motorists who
violate traffic and public safety laws come into
contact with law enforcement. As an initial response,
police try to educate offenders on traffic laws and
include educational materials along with official
warnings.
This approach is called High Visibility Enforcement
(HVE) and it helps raise awareness of traffic safety
issues related to cycling and walking. Working with
law enforcement agencies is a key component of a
successful and lasting safety program, and officers in
the Tampa Bay region are doing their part to improve
safety on the streets. Officers promote safe bicycling
by providing free bicycle lights. The giveaway is the
result of a partnership between the FDOT and local
law enforcement agencies.
Federal HVE funds support the efforts of selected area
police departments. Local officers work overtime to
approach enforcement in new ways, create safer
roads, and improve relationships between police,
bicyclists, and pedestrians. According to Sgt. George
Edmiston, Safety Enforcement Specialist with the
Largo Police Department, the free bicycle lights are
likely to save some bicyclists lives.

Putting Walking and Biking first through
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Opening Our

Do the local

Cyclovia (also known as ciclovia or “open streets”)
began in Bogotá, Columbia, where major city
streets are temporarily closed and re-purposed
into safe, open, car-free environments.

The “Do the Local Motion” program offers free,
guided walking tours of Downtown Tampa. But it’s
more than a pleasant walk through downtown—
it’s a cultural experience. Guest tour guides lead
themed biweekly tours that focus on Tampa’s
history. Participants say the tours make them
comfortable walking downtown for the first time,
and they love the opportunity to learn more about
the city they call home.

Streets
In the Tampa Bay Area, Cyclovia activities include
bicycle/pedestrian safety presentations, helmet
fitting stations, “pop-up” interactive street games,
food trucks, “slow” bike races, scavenger hunts,
and bicycle decorating stations. Cyclovia events
are happening all over the bay area, from Temple
Terrace to Downtown Tampa to St. Petersburg.
These events celebrate safety education, enhance
public awareness, and encourage bicycling and
walking.

Motion!

“Do the Local Motion” tours may look back at the
bay area’s unique past, but they urge residents
to look forward to a local culture of healthy
movement, and take the necessary steps toward a
safe, walkable future.
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Vision

Complete

Vision Zero is a global movement that provides one
clear standard to evaluate our success: a future
with zero traffic deaths. As we know, the number
of traffic deaths reported in the Tampa Bay Area is
unacceptable. Vision Zero is an effort to recognize
traffic deaths, protect vulnerable populations, and
institutionalize collaboration among key players
and organizations to ensure all are accountable for
creating and maintaining a culture of safety. Vision
Zero requires us to educate drivers and pedestrians,
fund traffic safety, engineer forgiving streets, employ
data driven enforcement, and evaluate our progress
along the way.

Complete Streets is a national campaign, and
provides a way to evaluate local roadways to ensure
streets are safe for people of all ages and abilities.
When Fletcher Avenue was identified as an area of
high pedestrian crash rates, Hillsborough County,
FDOT, WalkWise Tampa Bay and the Hillsborough
County Metropolitan Planning Organization
joined together in an effort to make the area more
walkable and bikeable — with award winning
results! The $5 million Complete Streets project to
redesign the road for pedestrian and bicycle safety
was completed in late 2014 and was recently
awarded the State and Local Collaboration Project
of the Year for 2014 by the Florida Association of
County Engineers and Road Superintendents.

Zero

Vision Zero is more than a vision, it is a strategic
system of evaluation that establishes clear goals,
with the safety of pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists
as priority one.
The standard is simple: no more traffic deaths.
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Streets

The Fletcher Complete Streets projects focused on
safety by providing increased signage, pedestrian
refuge islands, new mid-block pedestrian
crossings, and bicycle lanes. WalkWise Tampa Bay
also provided presentations and distributed safety
information along the corridor.

next

steps

Bike/Walk Tampa Bay brings together the efforts of various
community stakeholders that are aligned to create a walkable and
bikeable Tampa Bay. Over the next year and beyond, we will be
facilitate more communication and collaboration among our partner
organizations, using the power of the E’s to change the culture of
Tampa Bay.
But we need YOU to be part of our solution.
Please join us by visiting our website at www.bikewalktampabay.org
to sign up for updates and learn what you can do to help make Tampa
Bay the most walkable and bikeable region in the nation.

Temple Terrace Bike with the Mayor, 2015
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Visit www.bikewalktampabay.org
Follow us on:

